A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
Hogarth in his famous cartoon, entitled, " The Arms of the
Honourable Company of Undertakers " * (Plate LHI).
Queen Anne's ophthalmologist was WILLIAM READ, a tailor,
who took to treating eye diseases with such good effect that he was
knighted by his royal patroness, though so uneducated that he was
unable to read or write.
In quite a different category from those irregular and even
fraudulent practitioners was F. J. GALL (1758-1828), the founder
of the pseudo-science of phrenology.2 Gall, who had been a
student under Van Swieten in Vienna, maintained that certain
areas in the brain presided over the various mental characteristics
of the individual, and that those areas cause prominences on the
surface of the skull. According to his theory, it was possible to
ascertain the mental and moral peculiarities of any person by the
inspection or palpation of his head,3 Unfortunately phrenology,
originally a subject of serious study, was exploited by quacks and
fell into disrepute.
Gall travelled through Europe with his pupil, J. G. SPURZHEIM,
who later went to America. Although Gall was no impostor,
his new science became a subject of lively controversy. An
essay on Phrenology, read before the Royal Medical Society
of Edinburgh in 1823, was followed by a discussion lasting
until four o'clock the next morning. The essayist was ANDREW
COMBE (1797-1847), a leading Edinburgh physician, who with
his brother George Combe, a Writer to the Signet, did much
to promote popular interest in healthy living as well as in
phrenology.
Since that time various attempts have been made to re-
establish phrenology among the accredited sciences, and to prove
the close relationship between the size and shape of the head
and the mental attainments and proclivities of the individual.
Phrenology cannot be said to have realized the ambitions of Gall
and Spurzheim. Nevertheless, however absurd this pseudo-
science may appear to us to-day, due credit must be given to its
founders, who were at least genuine in their beliefs, and were
1 J. C. Jeaffreson, A Book about Doctors, 1870 (" Ward," p. 113 ; " Map," p. 187;
"Taylor," p. 191)
2  B. Hollander, The Unknown Life and Works of Dr. Francis Joseph Gall, 1909
8 G. Elliot Smith, The Old Phrenology and the New (Henderson Trust Lecture, Edin-
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